
The Apostle’s Question - Acts 1:6 

By Karl Edwards 

 

Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, "Lord, will You at this time restore 
the kingdom to Israel? (Acts 1:6) 

 

Before the Lord ascended in Acts chapter one, the apostles asked Him a simple question, which, when placed into 
its proper context, sets the tone for the book of Acts. This question is often marginalised or ridiculed as the worldly 
desires of unlearned and ignorant men, its importance lost, and with that, the key to understanding the narrative 
of the Acts as a whole. The following quotations from well-known scholars and reference sources illustrate this 
view.  

 

John Calvin.  (http://biblehub.com/commentaries/calvin/acts/1.htm) 

He showeth that the apostles were gathered together when as this question was moved, that we may 
know that it came not of the foolishness of one or two that it was moved, but it was moved by the 
common consent of them all; but marvelous is their rudeness, that when as they had been diligently 
instructed by the space of three whole years, they betray no less ignorance than if they had heard 
never a word. There are as many errors in this question as words. They ask him as concerning a 
kingdom; but they dream of an earthly kingdom, which should flow with riches, with dainties, with 
external peace, and with such like good things; and while they assign the present time to the restoring 
of the same... They are also greatly deceived herein, in that they restrain Christ's kingdom unto the 
carnal Israel, … Now, they hoped for the restoring hereof at the coming of the Messias, and hereupon 
was it that so soon as the apostles saw their Master Christ risen from the dead, they straightway began 
to think thereupon; but, in the meantime, they declared thereby how bad scholars they were under 
so good a Master.  

 

Matthew Henry’s Concise Commentary (http://biblehub.com/commentaries/acts/1-6.htm) 

They were earnest in asking about that which their Master never had directed or encouraged them to 
seek. Our Lord knew that his ascension and the teaching of the Holy Spirit would soon end these 
expectations, and therefore only gave them a rebuke… 

 

Benson Commentary (http://biblehub.com/commentaries/acts/1-6.htm) 

… being full of expectation, that he had brought them thither with a view to some remarkable 
transaction; they asked him, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? — Wilt 
thou now break the Roman yoke from off our necks, and immediately erect the kingdom of the 
Messiah? Their minds were still full of a temporal kingdom to be erected by Christ, in which the Jews 
should have dominion over all nations… And he — Waving a direct answer to this curious question, 
and leaving it to the Spirit of truth and wisdom, which was shortly to be given, to rectify the mistaken 
notions on which they proceeded… 

 

Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges (http://biblehub.com/commentaries/acts/1-6.htm) 

The question was asked when all the Apostles were gathered together, so that the enquiry was not 
dictated by the mistaken notion of some single member. It shews, as do many other remarks and 
questions (cp. Luke 24:21, &c.), how far the Apostles were even yet from comprehending the 
spirituality and universality of the work to which Christ was sending them. 

 

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown Commentary  

http://biblehub.com/commentaries/acts/1-6.htm


Doubtless their carnal views of Messiah’s kingdom had by this time been modified, though how far it is 
impossible to say. But, as they plainly looked for some restoration of the kingdom to Israel, so they 
are neither rebuked nor contradicted on this point. 

 

The Peoples New Testament 

They still held to their old ideas of a worldly restoration of the kingdom of Israel. Their only question 
was, "Wilt thou restore it now?" After the Holy Spirit was given, this delusion was dismissed, and they 
understood that Christ's kingdom is not of this world. 

 

Note: The above quotes have been modified for brevity but the sense has been retained. Full quotes can be read at the 
provided links or references. Emphasis added. 

 

Many similar quotes can be found from other well-known Bible scholars and commentators, and far outweigh 
those who take an alternate view. According to such views, the apostles were foolish, rude, mistaken, delusional, 
carnal, deceived, bad scholars asking a curious question and very far from comprehending the spirituality and 
universality of the work to which Christ was sending them. The overwhelming consensus is that the Lord’s Kingdom 
from here on in would be a spiritual Kingdom, not a literal earthly Kingdom. Furthermore, according to these 
commentators, the coming of the holy spirit, which the Lord promises in verse eight, would remove these 
“erroneous” views and rectify the mistaken notions, and so, the Lord gently corrected their collective misgivings 
and re-directed their thoughts to the “new work”. 

Their question, however, should not be dismissed lightly. In this article, we will consider whether these men were 
mistaken, and whether or not the Lord had a “new work” and a different plan for the kingdom than that which had 
been revealed in the Old Testament, with which these men would have been familiar.   

Let us now, consider the whole section of scripture to get the full context. 

Acts 1:1-8 The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, (2) 
until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to 
the apostles whom He had chosen, (3) to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by 
many infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to 
the kingdom of God. (4) And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart 
from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you have heard from Me; 
(5) for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now." (6) Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, "Lord, will You at this 
time restore the kingdom to Israel?" (7) And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or 
seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.  (8) But you shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth." 

 
It has been well established that Luke is the author of both the gospel that bears his name and the book of Acts, 
and that the “former treatise” referred to in verses 1 and 2, “… all that Jesus began both to do and teach, until the 
day in which He was taken up,” is concerning  that well know work. It should also be noted that verses 3 to 14 of 
Acts 1 overlaps with verses 31 to 53 of Luke 24, and that verse 3 gives us a period of forty days, in which the Lord 
spoke and taught them concerning the kingdom of God. 

“to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by 
them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.” (Acts 1:3) 

Luke 24 gives us a little more information on the forty days instruction and the type of things the Lord discussed 
with them. For this reason, it is important to note the “therefore” of Acts 1:6, which sets the context for the 
apostle’s question. The “therefore,” squarely places their inquiry in direct correspondence with that instruction 
about the things concerning the kingdom of God, and so, there are a number of important things to consider in 
this chapter in Luke, starting with the road to Emmaus. 

 



The road to Emmaus 

Even though He had not yet revealed His identity, the two disciples on the road to Emmaus were given a stern 
rebuke because they were slow to believe ALL that the prophets had spoken, and subsequently, they received a 
scriptural history lesson, where the Lord revealed to them all things in the scriptures concerning himself. Here we 
have, the Lord Jesus Christ, the living Word, revealing the written Word, no greater expositor could be imagined, 
and so we need to pay attention to the things spoken here. Firstly, take note of the hope which these disciples 
held, and which prompted the Lord’s response.  

After explaining to this “stranger,” the events of the previous days in Jerusalem, they say. 

“But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel…” (Luke 24:21) 

Their hope was not that Jesus of Nazareth was about to start a new movement, in which the whole world would 
believe the gospel and become Christian, but rather that Israel would be redeemed. The Lord does not rebuke their 
hope concerning the redemption of Israel, but rather their understanding of the “law and the prophets,” because 
they did not comprehend how He had to suffer and die before entering into His glory. For these two disciples, 
having the scriptures opened to them resulted in their “hearts burning within them,” (Luke 24:32). If the Lord had 
told them to forget about the redemption of Israel, and introduced a new work with a new hope, alien to the hope 
contained in the law and the prophets, it is doubtful whether this would have been the response of their hearts, 
and it is inconceivable to think that this “new work” would not have been a major topic of discussion during the 
next forty days, in which case they would have had a very different question. But the Lord upheld the law and the 
prophets as the standard for truth, and as we shall see, one of the key themes of the law and the prophets is “the 
restoration of the Kingdom to Israel.” 

He opened their understanding 

When the Lord finally reveals himself to the rest of the disciples in Luke 24, we find that He draws their attention 
to the same body of scripture as He did with the two on the road to Emmaus. 

Luke 24:44-45 Then He said to them, "These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with 
you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms concerning Me." (45) And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the 
Scriptures.  

He establishes that the words that He spoke to them while he was with them in His earthly ministry, were for the 
fulfilling of that which was written in the law, the prophets and the Psalms. Far from changing the meaning of 
these scriptures, he declares that His earthly life and ministry were in accordance with them.  

We also have here, the very important phrase, “He opened their understanding”. The significance of this cannot be 
overstated. The Lord personally handpicked these men, worked with and trained them for three years, and now, 
He personally opens their understanding. If the Lord used “the law and the prophets”, to expound the things 
concerning Himself, and opened their understanding that they might comprehend those scriptures, and if their 
question concerning the restoration of the kingdom was based on this understanding, then we must ask, what 
sayeth the scripture, concerning the restoration of the Kingdom to Israel, of which they inquired about in Acts 1:6, 
and of which, the Lord taught them about in Luke chapter 24?  

 

The Gospel in Luke 

After opening their understanding, He said to them… 

"… Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the 
third day, (47) and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. (48) And you are witnesses of these things. (49) Behold, I send the Promise of 
My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high." 
(Luke 24:46-49) 

Verse 47 and 48 overlaps with Acts 1:8, but the phrasing is slightly different. 

Acts 1:8 …and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end 
of the earth." 



Luke 24:47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem. 

Some consider that herein is the end of the witness to Israel, with no further need to consider a restoration of a 
literal kingdom. From now on, anybody, of any nation, by believing the gospel, could become a citizen of the newly 
revealed spiritual kingdom, and receive spiritual power. And that it was the mission of the apostles to go to all and 
sundry, teaching the death, burial and resurrection of the Lord and the subsequent “repentance to eternal life,” 
otherwise known as “The Great Commission”. 

And so, with this particular view, the only possible conclusion, concerning the apostle’s question in Acts 1:6, is that 
they just did not understand the gospel or this “new work”. If this is true, then we must consider that the Lord did 
not make very good choices when He chose these particular men to be His witnesses. If after being trained by Him 
personally, being eyewitnesses of His power and majesty, his brutal death and resurrection, and afterwards having 
their understanding opened and being filled with the holy spirit, they miss the most basic point, He should have 
perhaps, chosen others. For we find, that even after the Pentecost experience, these men continued to work for 
“the restoration of the kingdom to Israel”. If, on the other hand, the Lord did choose wisely, we can only conclude 
that the error lies in our understanding and not theirs, and the apostle’s question in Acts 1:6 was a logical query 
based on the teachings of the law and the prophets and the Lord’s exposition during the previous forty days.  

 

The Gift of the Holy Spirit 

In Luke chapter 24:49 the Lord tells His disciples that He would send “the promise of My Father”, which they were 
to wait for in Jerusalem, at which time they would be “endued with power from on high”. This is also referenced in 
Acts 1:8 and many believe that it was to be given “instead of”, the restoration alluded to by the apostle’s question 
in Acts 1:6. However, a little searching of that same “law and the prophets” will show that the pouring out of the 
gift of holy spirit, was not instead of, but an integral part of the restoration of the Kingdom. 

The most obvious reference, to begin with, is the one made by Peter on the day of Pentecost, where he quotes 
Joel chapter 2.  

Joel 2:28-29  "And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see 
visions.  (29)  And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those 
days. 

The book of Joel does not concern itself with the church which is His body, but rather Judah and Jerusalem, the 
very same people whom Peter addressed. Many think that the “all flesh” means everybody in the world who 
believes, but the word “all” should be kept within the context and the context here, concerns Israel and the 
restoration, the verses preceding Peter’s quote makes this clear. 

Joe1 2:25-27 "So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, The crawling locust, 
The consuming locust, And the chewing locust, My great army which I sent among you.  (26) You shall 
eat in plenty and be satisfied, And praise the name of the LORD your God, Who has dealt wondrously 
with you; And My people shall never be put to shame.  (27) Then you shall know that I am in the midst 
of Israel: I am the LORD your God And there is no other. My people shall never be put to shame. 

In his Acts address, Peter quotes verses 28 to 32 but stops in the middle of verse 32, which, when read, provides 
further confirmation of the context of restoration as it spills over to chapter 3. 
  

Joel 2:32-3:2 … For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be deliverance, As the LORD has said, 
Among the remnant whom the LORD calls. (3:1) "For behold, in those days and at that time, When I 
bring back the captives of Judah and Jerusalem, (2)  I will also gather all nations, And bring them down 
to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; And I will enter into judgment with them there On account of My people, 
My heritage Israel, Whom they have scattered among the nations.... 

 
Joel 3 continues with the judgment of the nations, of which the Lord also prophesies concerning in Matt. 25:32-46, 
a section which is also often mistakenly apportioned to the characteristics of Christian behaviour in this day and 
age. 
 



The book of Isaiah chapter 32, describes in part the desolation that His people will endure and that it will last… 
“Until the Spirit is poured upon us from on high, And the wilderness becomes a fruitful field…” (Isa 32:15), we also 
see a similar pouring out in chapter 44. 
 

Isa 44:1-3  "Yet hear me now, O Jacob My servant, And Israel whom I have chosen. (2) Thus says the 
LORD who made you And formed you from the womb, who will help you: 'Fear not, O Jacob My 
servant; And you, Jeshurun, whom I have chosen. (3) For I will pour water on him who is thirsty, And 
floods on the dry ground; I will pour My Spirit on your descendants, And My blessing on your offspring; 

And in Isaiah chapter 59:20, 21, we see that He will put His spirit among them and His words in their mouth, 
which corresponds with the giving of the New Covenant in Jerimiah 31:31. 

Isa 59:20-21 "The Redeemer will come to Zion, And to those who turn from transgression in Jacob," 
Says the LORD. (21) "As for Me," says the LORD, "this is My covenant with them: My Spirit who is upon 
you, and My words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart from your mouth, nor from the 
mouth of your descendants, nor from the mouth of your descendants' descendants," says the LORD, 
"from this time and forevermore." 

Compare Jeremiah 31:31-34. 
 

Jer 31:31-34  "Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and with the house of Judah— (32) not according to the covenant that I made with their 
fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant 
which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the LORD. (33) But this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My law in their minds, and 
write it on their hearts;  and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. (34) No more shall every 
man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they all shall know 
Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and 
their sin I will remember no more." 

 
There are many similar references to the spirit being poured out on the redeemed of Israel, but one more will be 
enough to establish that the promise of the father in both Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:8 is indeed, an important part of 
Israel’s restoration. 

Zech. 12:10  "And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of 
grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as 
one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn.  

 
The Restoration of the Kingdom 

Let us now consider the meaning of the kingdom and its restoration of which the Lord spoke, as this is the main 
contention of those who declare that the apostles were in error.   

Calvin; 

“…but they dream of an earthly kingdom, which should flow with riches, with dainties, with external 
peace, and with such like good things.” 

Benson’s Commentary; 

“Their minds were still full of a temporal kingdom to be erected by Christ, in which the Jews should 
have dominion over all nations.” 

The Peoples New Testament; 

“They still held to their old ideas of a worldly restoration of the kingdom of Israel.” 

These, along with many others, conclude that the kingdom about which, they should have been considering was 
not an earthly kingdom at all, but a spiritual kingdom, where Christ is currently sitting on a heavenly throne, 
governing the affairs of men. To my knowledge, neither Calvin nor any of the other commentators ever claimed 
that the Lord opened their understanding. Yet, they indicate by their condemnation, that they have a greater 
understanding of the kingdom, and the mission at hand, than these faithful apostles. 



It goes without saying that the apostles were Jews. Some would use this against them to conclude that they 
harboured prejudiced Jewish allegiances and so selfishly coveted a Jewish hegemony, hence their question.  We do 
not have the Lord here personally teaching us, nor can we pretend to know exactly what the Lord showed them, 
but we do have the “law and the prophets” and we can do as He did and begin at Moses and the prophets, to see 
what the scriptures plainly teach concerning the kingdom and its restoration. It is from this scripture that these 
men would have gathered their knowledge and it is on solid ground that we can say that they would have had a 
greater familiarity with the Old Testament that we do today, being schooled in it from their youth, as was 
commanded by Moses, but now, with an even greater understanding, having had it opened to them, by the Lord 
Himself. 

 

The promise of the Fathers 

All things concerning Israel must go back to the promise made to the fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. These 
promises are the basis on which Peter makes an appeal to “the house of Israel” to repent in Acts 3:25, when he 
takes them right back to Genesis 12:3, where God made a seven-fold promise to Abraham that; (1) He would show 
him a land, (2) And make a great nation from his seed, (3) He would bless him, (4) And make him great, (5) He 
would bless those who blessed him, (6) And curse those who cursed him, (7) And through him, all families of the 
earth would be blessed. 

This promise was reiterated to Isaac in Gen 26:2-5 and again to Jacob in chapter 28 verses 13 to 15, however, there 
is further information added in Gen 28:14, 15 “… you shall spread abroad to the west and the east, to the north 
and the south; and in you and in your seed all the families of the earth shall be blessed. Behold, I am with you and 
will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I 
have spoken to you." 

In this verse, we can see a “scattering or sowing”. It is unclear, however, at this point, whether the “spread 
abroad” (scatter) refers to a penalty for disobedience, which surely came, or to facilitate a blessing to the nations 
(sow), and it is interesting that the prophetic sign given to Israel through Hosea the prophet contains both the 
words scatter and sow in the meaning of the name which the Lord appointed for Hosea’s firstborn son, Jezreel. The 
above may contain some speculation, but it is very clear from this verse that a restoration was in view. God says He 
would bring them back to the land and not leave them until He would do what He said, with the added promise of 
accomplishing all things that He had promised to Abraham.  

While it is true to say that the world has been blessed according to this promise, in that the Lord Jesus Christ came 
through the seed of Abraham, it is still far short of the kind of blessing described here, as well as later in the 
prophets, and even later in the New Testament. For instance, as far forward as the book of Romans the apostle 
Paul declares. 

Romans 11:12,15 Now if their [Israel’s] fall is riches for the world, and their failure riches for the 
Gentiles, how much more their fullness! … For if their being cast away is the reconciling of the world, 
what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?  

Certainly, their fall has been riches for the gentiles, but how much more their fullness? The fact that Paul is making 
this statement in the book of Romans, which, according to most scholars was written around the time of Acts 
chapter 20, should be a wake-up call that God had not at that point finished with His purpose for Israel and the 
promises made to the fathers. Just a few verses later Paul boldly states “And so all Israel will be saved, as it is 
written: "the deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob, for this is my covenant 
with them when I take away their sins." (Rom. 11:27, 28). 

Paul appeals to the law and the prophets, pointing to Isaiah 59:20 and Jeremiah 31:31-34, to show that God will 
keep His promises to His covenant people, for the sake of the promise He made to the fathers.  

 

The Kingdom 

Following Genesis, Israel’s future anticipated the promise of a great kingdom whose King was the Lord, on the 
condition of keeping His covenant.  

Exodus 19:5,6 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall 
be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. And you shall be to Me a 



kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words which you shall speak to the children of 
Israel."  

But they did not keep that covenant and eventually rejected the Lord from being their king, in favour of an earthly 
king, Saul (I Sam. 10:19). Saul failed and the kingdom was passed to David and then his son Solomon, after which, it 
was split into two parts, made up of ten tribes and two tribes, or the Northern kingdom, (Israel) and Southern 
kingdom (Judah). Through their constant rebellion against the Lord and their idolatry, both kingdoms eventuality 
went into captivity, being removed from the land of promise and scattered throughout the conquering nations. 

And so, the kingdom was lost and its inhabitants scattered, however, toward the end of both kingdoms, even 
before they were carried into captivity, the Lord began to instruct His prophets concerning a restoration, at which 
time the kingdom would be restored under Messiah as a single kingdom with a new covenant, and all that was 
lost, restored. We also find many prophecies concerning this restoration while Israel and Judah were in captivity, 
as well as after the captivity, right up to Malachi. But it does not stop there; they are also found in the gospels; in 
the book of Acts and as we seen earlier, the book of Romans. If this is true then it would be both incorrect and 
foolish to consign the apostles question to the bin and conclude that they were misguided, as an understanding of 
the theme of restoration will help us shed light on their subsequent actions in the book of Acts, as well as on all the 
writings of Paul, both during and after the Acts period. 

 

The Restoration in the Law and the Prophets 

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown 

“Doubtless their carnal views of Messiah’s kingdom had by this time been modified, though how far it 
is impossible to say. But, as they plainly looked for some restoration of the kingdom to Israel…” 

Matthew Henry 

“They were earnest in asking about that which their Master never had directed or encouraged them to 
seek.” 

 

It would be impossible to give an extensive list of the scriptures that speak of restoration in the “law and the 
prophets”, simply because there are so many. This article would run more than twenty pages examining the theme 
of restoration in Isaiah alone, not to mention Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and many of the Minor Prophets. So, just a 
handful will be referenced to convince the reader of the perplexing nature of the views expressed above.  

Hosea 

Before the Northern kingdom (Israel) lost its kingdom, the prophet Hosea was sent to prophesy during the reign of 
Jeroboam the son of Joash, (2 Kings 14). This was approximately eighty years before Israel went into captivity. We 
are also told in Hosea verse 1, that the prophet was still active until the reign of Hezekiah, one of the better kings of 
the Southern kingdom (Judah), so Hosea would have seen the worst of Israel's kings as each subsequent king “did 
evil in the sight of the Lord”. God gave Hosea some very graphic prophetic signs for Israel, by instructing him to 
take a “wife of harlotry… For the land has committed great harlotry by departing from the LORD.” (Hosea 1:2) 

He then instructed him to name the children born to this wife with very specific names; these would serve as 
reminders of both the Lords displeasure and His intentions toward this rebellious nation.  

The firstborn male was named Jezreel, which has two possible meanings; scatter and sow, which is interesting from 
the point of view that one has to scatter to sow. With the giving of this name, the Lord declared, “He would bring 
an end to the kingdom of the house of Israel,” (Hosea 1:4). We see a reference to this scattering in Jeremiah 31:10, 
along with the corresponding act of restoration, and it is worth noting that Jeremiah prophesied fifty to eighty 
years after Israel had gone into captivity. 

"Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, And declare it in the isles afar off, and say, ‘He who scattered 
Israel will gather him, And keep him as a shepherd does his flock.’” (Jer. 31:10) 

We also see the sowing in Zech 10:9, which immediately brings Genesis 28:14 and 15 to mind, as again the theme 
of restoration is closely associated with sowing. 



"I will sow them among the peoples, And they shall remember Me in far countries; They shall live, 
together with their children, And they shall return. (Zech 10:9) 

Do you think the apostles knew Zechariah 10:9? Could this be one of the scriptures that Lord opened their 
understanding concerning in Luke 24? If so, then one cannot help but see the validity of their question.  

Hosea’s second child was a girl and was named Lo-Ruhamah, which means, “no mercy,” a further indictment of the 
unrepentant nature of the house of Israel. “For I will no longer have mercy on the house of Israel, But I will utterly 
take them away.” (Hosea 1:6). This prophecy surely came to pass. 

And finally, a third child, a son, whom the Lord named Lo-Ammi, which means“not my people.” Verse 9 reads “For 
you are not My people, And I will not be your God.” It would seem very clear that the Lord was grieved by the 
actions of Israel and determined to cut them off from His inheritance. Yet great is His faithfulness to the promise 
He made to Abraham, for the very next verses speak of restoration. 

Hosea 1:10-2:1 "Yet the number of the children of Israel Shall be as the sand of the sea, Which cannot 
be measured or numbered. And it shall come to pass In the place where it was said to them, 'You are 
not My people,' There it shall be said to them, 'You are sons of the living God.' Then the children of 
Judah and the children of Israel Shall be gathered together, And appoint for themselves one head;  And 
they shall come up out of the land, For great will be the day of Jezreel! Hosea 2:1  Say to your brethren, 
'My people,' And to your sisters, 'Mercy is shown.' 

 
In these three short verses, the meaning of the three names given to Hosea’s children are reversed. Can any blame 
be placed on the apostles for believing the law and the prophets? It is these very verses that Paul quotes in Romans 
9:25-29 when he considers the remnant of believing Jews and the gentiles who were joined to them. It shall be in 
the place where He said to them “You are not my people that they shall be called the sons of the living God.” (Rom 
9:26).  

This is as clear a reference as can be found anywhere in the word of God, to literal restoration in the land of Israel 
and “For great will be the day of sowing!” 

 

Joel and Acts 

Joel is not dated, and scholars disagree as to its time of writing. However, it is likely to have been written before 
the carrying captive of Judah to Babylon, due to the reference in Jer 51:27, and 28 concerning the armies of Ararat, 
Minni, and Ashkenaz, as “rough caterpillars” or “bristling locusts,” when describing the desolation they leave 
behind them, which equates with the wording used in Joel 1:4 below. 

Jer 51:27, 28  Set up a banner in the land, Blow the trumpet among the nations! Prepare the nations 
against her, Call the kingdoms together against her: Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz. Appoint a general 
against her; Cause the horses to come up like the bristling locusts. Prepare against her the nations, 
With the kings of the Medes, Its governors and all its rulers, All the land of his dominion.  

Joel 1:3-4 Tell your children about it, Let your children tell their children, And their children another 
generation.  (4) What the chewing locust left, the swarming locust has eaten; What the swarming 
locust left, the crawling locust has eaten; And what the crawling locust left, the consuming locust has 
eaten.  

 

It is generally agreed that the countries, Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz, are greater and lesser Armenia and Ascania, a 
country in Phrygia, who were all subject to Cyrus, and came up against Babylon with him. As Judah suffered under 
the captivity of Babylon and was still under that captivity at this time, they would have suffered futher under these 
new conquerors. 

While this connection between Joel and Babylon, implicating the Medes and the Persians in the prophecy may be 
tenuous, it is a moot point, as whatever the cause or whoever the armies, the desolation prophesied, signals utter 
destruction. However, this is not the end, for, in Joel chapter two, we find restoration and a reversal of the 
desolation.  

Joel 2:25-27 So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, The crawling locust, 
The consuming locust, And the chewing locust, My great army which I sent among you. (26) You shall 



eat in plenty and be satisfied, And praise the name of the LORD your God, Who has dealt wondrously 
with you; And My people shall never be put to shame. (27) Then you shall know that I am in the midst 
of Israel: I am the LORD your God And there is no other. My people shall never be put to shame.  

 

It is not by accident that Peter quotes the next five verses of Joel (28-32) on the day of Pentecost, in answer to 
those who said they were full of new wine. ”This is that”, he said, which was spoken by the prophet Joel, (Acts 
2:17). If Peter was corrected by the Lord for considering “the restoration of Israel” in Acts 1:6, and had his 
“delusion dismissed” by the coming of the holy spirit, then by the time he stood up to speak on the day of 
Pentecost, despite being filled with the spirit, he, it seems, had already forgotten this correction, as he immediately 
returns to the theme of restoration, and continues in that same vein for the rest of Acts chapter 2 and chapter 3 
appealing to; “the house of Israel, men of Israel, sons of the prophets and of the covenant made with our fathers.”  

“For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our 
God will call.” (Acts 2:39) 

We know that at the time of speaking Peter was not addressing  gentiles, as there were no gentiles in his audience 
to address. The promise was never made to gentiles, and it would be at least another eight years (Acts 10) before 
the first gentile was joined to Israel. He is speaking within the context of restoration and “those who are afar off,” 
refers to those Jews who had been scattered and sown amongst the nations. Peter was a minister to the 
circumcision, the minister to the gentiles, Paul, was yet a number of years in the future. 

 

Daniel, Jeremiah and Acts 

Daniel was written during the Babylonian captivity and we find him in verse 2 of chapter 9, anticipating the coming 
end of that current captivity, by studying the prophet Jeremiah. As we seen earlier, even before Israel and Judah 
went into captivity restoration had already been prophesied, and Daniel was looking for it by examining the 
prophecies that God had revealed up to this point.  

Jer. 23:5-8  "Behold, the days are coming," says the LORD, "That I will raise to David a Branch of 
righteousness; A King shall reign and prosper, And execute judgment and righteousness in the earth. In 
His days Judah will be saved, And Israel will dwell safely; Now this is His name by which He will be 
called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. "Therefore, behold, the days are coming," says the LORD, 
"that they shall no longer say, 'As the LORD lives who brought up the children of Israel from the land of 
Egypt,' but, 'As the LORD lives who brought up and led the descendants of the house of Israel from the 
north country and from all the countries where I had driven them.' And they shall dwell in their own 
land."  
 

Daniel was well informed, having received very specific revelation concerning the end times, some of which he was 
permitted to record, but not all, the rest was given to John, and he wrote it down much later in the book of 
Revelation. Daniel’s interpretation of  Nebuchadnezzar’s dream showing him to be the “head of gold,” (Dan.2:9), 
describes an earthly king with no equal, a king of kings, whose power was given by the God of heaven. 

Dan 2:37-38  You, O king, are a king of kings. For the God of heaven has given you a kingdom, power, 
strength, and glory; (38) and wherever the children of men dwell, or the beasts of the field and the 
birds of the heaven, He has given them into your hand, and has made you ruler over them all—you are 
this head of gold. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar is an antitype, but Daniel also describes another King, like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds 
of heaven, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion. (Dan 7:14,15), … And the greatness of the kingdoms under 
the whole heaven, Shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High (Dan 7:27) 

Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom and its type along with the other kingdoms of men will be destroyed by the “stone cut 
without hands.” From Daniels vantage point, much had yet to happen before the kingdom of the Most High would 
materialise and a full and true restoration take root, but, that the restoration would take place sometime after the 
current captivity ended, would have been clear from his personal revelation and his reading of many similar 
scriptures in Jeremiah, Isaiah and others. From the perspective of the apostles, however, they had seen and 
witnessed wonderful things which Daniel had not, so their inquiry could be squarely placed on the when? “Is it now 
Lord?” To which the Lord told them, it was not for them to know the when, (Acts 1:7).  



Contrary to uninformed opinions, the Lord did not rebuke their query, nor dispell the notion of restoration, for 
doing so would void the hundreds of prophecies concerning that restoration. He simply told them that it was not 
for them to know when. With this, the book of Acts agrees and shows a different scenario that the one which is 
popularly taught, as Peter reveals a missing piece of the puzzle. 

Act 3:19-21 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of 
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was 
preached to you before, whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which 
God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began. 

 

Again, the clarity concerning restoration to the nation of Israel in this verse is overwhelming and just a few verses 
later, he brings their mind back to the promise made to Abraham. (Acts 3:25,26). The restoration was on offer in 
Acts chapter 3, and this offer was not made to the gentile world, but to the house of Israel alone. The when was 
dependent upon the repentance of Israel and the rest of the book of Acts is primarily a record of the offer of King 
and Kingdom to that nation. 

 

Isaiah, Acts and Romans 

Isaiah is replete with restoration references, in some cases having whole chapters devoted to the subject, see 
chapters 11, 35 and 49. Isaiah prophesied to Judah during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah and 
was contemporary with Hosea, and Amos, prophets to Israel. After describing the depths to which Judah has fallen, 
chapter 1 verse 9, provides hope in the form of a believing remnant, which is also quoted by Paul in Romans 9. In 
verses 25 to 27 of Isaiah 1, we see the coming tribulation, where the dross will be purged and the remnant 
restored. 

Isa 1:25-27 I will turn My hand against you, And thoroughly purge away your dross, And take away all 
your alloy. (26) I will restore your judges as at the first, And your counselors as at the beginning. 
Afterward you shall be called the city of righteousness, the faithful city." (27)  Zion shall be redeemed 
with justice, And her penitents with righteousness. 
 

Paul also talks about a believing remnant in Romans 11: 2 and 4, citing the record of Elijah and how the Lord told 
him that He had reserved 7,000 men who had not bowed the knee to Baal. At this time Israel was entering into its 
blindness through its unbelief, a mystery that Paul reveals in verse 25 of the same chapter.The remnant at that 
time had obtained the righteousness of Jesus Christ, through believing, and Paul in Romans 9:29 quotes Isaiah, 
saying, 

“Unless the LORD of hosts Had left to us a very small remnant, We would have become like Sodom, 
We would have been made like Gomorrah.” (Isaiah 1:9) 

He can therefore  confidently say in Romans 11 verses 26 and 27, “And so, all Israel shall be saved when the 
deliverer shall come out of Zion,” and the new covenant shall be established. 

Isaiah 49:5 and 6 clearly refer to restoration and this scripture is quoted by Paul in the Acts chapter 13 to the 
unbelieving Jews at Antioch in Pisidia. 

Isa 49:5-6  "And now the LORD says, Who formed Me from the womb to be His Servant, To bring Jacob 
back to Him, So that Israel is gathered to Him (For I shall be glorious in the eyes of the LORD, And My 
God shall be My strength),  (6)  Indeed He says, 'It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant 
To raise up the tribes of Jacob, And to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You as a light 
to the Gentiles, That You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.' " 

 

It is important to note that this scripture sets out the part of the gentile in Gods plan of restoration. Paul quotes 
verse 6 in relation to Jewish opposition, not only against the preaching of Jesus as the Messiah but also as an 
objection to the gentiles who were turning to God, they being “filled with envy.” Israel was to be “a light to the 
Gentiles”, this was always the plan of the Lord and the goal of restoration, succinctly defined in the promise made 
to the fathers that, “through you all nations shall be blessed”. 

 



Further verses referring to restoration in the Law and the Prophets. 

As mentioned earlier, the above references constitute just a handful, as there are too many to consider in the 
space of this article. However to give an indication of the frequency a few more verses follow without commentary, 
that should be read within the context of each prophecy. 

Psa 69:35-36  For God will save Zion And build the cities of Judah, That they may dwell there and possess it.  (36) 
Also, the descendants of His servants shall inherit it, And those who love His name shall dwell in it. 
 
Isa 49:8  Thus says the LORD: "In an acceptable time I have heard You, And in the day of salvation I have helped 
You; I will preserve You and give You As a covenant to the people, To restore the earth, To cause them to inherit 
the desolate heritages; 
 
Amo 9:13-15  "Behold, the days are coming," says the LORD, "When the plowman shall overtake the reaper, And 
the treader of grapes him who sows seed; The mountains shall drip with sweet wine, And all the hills shall flow 
with it.  (14)  I will bring back the captives of My people Israel; They shall build the waste cities and inhabit them; 
They shall plant vineyards and drink wine from them; They shall also make gardens and eat fruit from them.  (15)  
I will plant them in their land, And no longer shall they be pulled up From the land I have given them," Says the 
LORD your God. 
 
Mic 2:12  "I will surely assemble all of you, O Jacob, I will surely gather the remnant of Israel; I will put them 
together like sheep of the fold, Like a flock in the midst of their pasture; They shall make a loud noise because of 
so many people. 
 
Nah 2:2  For the LORD will restore the excellence of Jacob Like the excellence of Israel, For the emptiers have 
emptied them out And ruined their vine branches. 
 
Zec 14:8-11  And in that day it shall be— That living waters shall flow from Jerusalem, Half of them toward the 
eastern sea And half of them toward the western sea; In both summer and winter it shall occur.  (9)  And the 
LORD shall be King over all the earth. In that day it shall be "The LORD is one," And His name one.  (10)  All the 
land shall be turned into a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem. Jerusalem shall be raised up and 
inhabited in her place from Benjamin's Gate to the place of the First Gate and the Corner Gate, and from the 
Tower of Hananel to the king's winepresses.  (11)  The people shall dwell in it; And no longer shall there be utter 
destruction, But Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited. 
 
Eze 36:23-28  And I will sanctify My great name, which has been profaned among the nations, which you have 
profaned in their midst; and the nations shall know that I am the LORD," says the Lord GOD, "when I am hallowed 
in you before their eyes.  (24)  For I will take you from among the nations, gather you out of all countries, and 
bring you into your own land.  (25)  Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse 
you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.  (26)  I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within 
you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  (27)  I will put My Spirit within 
you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them.  (28)  Then you shall 
dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; you shall be My people, and I will be your God. 

 
 

Restoration in the New Testament 

For those who believe that restoration is solely confined to the Old Testament, it often comes as a surprise that the 
theme continues throughout the Gospels and the epistles also. We have already seen a number of references made 
in Romans and the Acts but for completeness, we will point to some of those mentioned in the gospels and 
elsewhere.  

 

Matthew and Isaiah 

John the Baptist is a restoration prophet. The book of Malachi declares that Elijah must first come and “turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children, And the hearts of the children to their fathers…” (Malachi 4:6). In Matthew 
17:11, the Lord says, "Indeed, Elijah is coming first and will restore all things,” and in chapter 11 verse 14, the Lord 
declares that John the Baptist is Elijah “… if you are willing to receive it... “ The link between John the Baptist and 
Elijah is the subject of another article, but it is clear that there is a link, and that it is concerning restoration.  

John the Baptist himself is the “voice of one crying in the wilderness,” in Isaiah 40, (Matt. 3:3, John 1:23), sent to 
prepare the way of the Lord, so that “The glory of the LORD shall be revealed, And all flesh shall see it together;” (v 



5). Zion will be lifted into the high mountain, (v 9) and the Lord God shall come with a strong arm,” (v 10), “And He 
will feed His flock like a shepherd” and “gather His lambs.”  

John preached the Kingdom of heaven is at hand and there is no need to assume that this is any other kingdom 
than the one prophesied by Daniel in 7:27, or the one expected by the apostles in Acts 1:6.  

John’s reference to “the wrath to come” in Matt. 3:7 is consistent with many of the prophecies in the Old 
Testament concerning the wrath that takes place prior to the restoration. A similar warning is uttered by Paul in 
Acts chapter 13 where he quotes Habakkuk 1:5 to the unbelieving Jews at Antioch.  

 

Acts 13:40, 41… Beware therefore, lest what has been spoken in the prophets come upon you: (41)  
'Behold, you despisers, marvel and perish! for I work a work in your days, a work which you will by no 
means believe, though one were to declare it to you.' " 

 

And finally, the Lord verified John’s credentials as being the greatest prophet born of a woman, which indicates the 
Lord’s acceptance of John’s role as a restoration prophet. 

 

Luke 7:28  For I say to you, among those born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the 
Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he."  

 

Luke 

The book of Luke begins as it ends with prophecies concerning the restoration of Israel. In chapters 1 and 2, 
references are made to the promises made to Abraham and the Kingdom of which Christ would be King, no less 
than five times. 

The Angel Gabriel prophesied to Mary; 

“And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. He 
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His 
father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no 
end." (Luke 1:31-33) 

 
Mary links the coming of the Lord with the “promises made to Abraham”, saying, “He has helped His servant Israel, 
In remembrance of His mercy, As He spoke to our fathers, To Abraham and to his seed forever." (Luke 1:54,55).  
 
Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist, was filled with the holy spirit and prophesied in chapter 1 concerning the 
promises made to David which concerned the continuity of David’s throne and the promise made to Abraham. 

Luke 1:68-73  "Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His people, (69) And 
has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of His servant David, (70) As He spoke by the 
mouth of His holy prophets, Who have been since the world began, (71) That we should be saved from 
our enemies And from the hand of all who hate us, (72) To perform the mercy promised to our fathers 
And to remember His holy covenant, (73) The oath which He swore to our father Abraham:   

Two further people are named in chapter 2. Anna and Simeon. Anna was a prophetess, who, when she saw the 
child, “… gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for the redemption of Jerusalem.” 
These words were echoed by the two on the road to Emmaus, in Luke 24:21 who were “hoping that it was He who 
was going to redeem Israel.” 
 
And finally, Simeon, who came to the temple by the spirit, said, 

Luke 2:30-32 For my eyes have seen Your salvation (31) Which You have prepared before the face of 
all peoples, (32) A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your people Israel." 

 
Simeon mentioned both the “glory of your people Israel,” as well as “a light to bring revelation to the gentiles.” 
This is full restoration as the promise to Abraham is that the gentiles were to be blessed through a redeemed and 
restored Israel. 
 
Matthew 



 
Matthew chapter 2, throws back to Micha 5:2, illustrating that the Lord was to be King over His people, Israel. This 
was the understanding of the Jewish scribes when asked by King Herod where the Christ would be born. “… but 
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are not the least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you shall come a ruler 
who will shepherd my people Israel.” (Matt. 2:5,6) 
 
We have already seen the record of John the Baptist as a restoration prophet, but the gospel of Matthew is filled 
with Kingdom references, while not many of them specifically refer to restoration, there is no need to consider 
these kingdom references as anything other than that which the law and the prophets spoke of. And if in doubt, 
the Lord Himself makes it plain that His second coming in Matt 24 is that one and the same kingdom prophesied by 
Daniel, which follows the tribulation and brings in the restoration by gathering His elect. 
 

Mat 24:27-31 For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming 
of the Son of Man be. (28) For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together.  
(29) "Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 
give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. (30) Then 
the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and 
they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. (31) And He 
will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the 
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

 

Romans and Galatians 

Romans chapters 9 to 11 unambiguously shows that the restoration of the kingdom to Israel was still in view at the 
time of writing , however, it is worth noting that the same sentiment is on display in chapter 15. The theme is 
hope. And Paul states in verse 4 that the scriptures, “the law and the prophets”, are the source of this hope. Verse 
8 distinctly shows that the Lord was a minister to Israel (the circumcision) to confirm, the promises made to the 
fathers , which must necessitate a full restoration if Israel is to be a blessing to all the families of the earth, which is 
shown to be the case in the following verses where Paul quotes a number of verses from the Old Testament. 
 

Rom 15:9-13  … and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it is written: "FOR THIS 
REASON I WILL CONFESS TO YOU AMONG THE GENTILES, AND SING TO YOUR NAME." (10) And again 
he says: "REJOICE, O GENTILES, WITH HIS PEOPLE!" (11) And again: "PRAISE THE LORD, ALL YOU 
GENTILES! LAUD HIM, ALL YOU PEOPLES!" (12) And again, Isaiah says: "THERE SHALL BE A ROOT OF 
JESSE; AND HE WHO SHALL RISE TO REIGN OVER THE GENTILES, IN HIM THE GENTILES SHALL HOPE." 
(13) Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
The uppercase text in the above verses is quotations from Psalms 18:49, Deuteronomy 32:43, Psalms 117:1 and, 
the great millennial and restoration chapter, Isaiah 11. It is hard to argue that the apostles question of Acts 1:6 was 
invalid, when, between 20 and 30 years later, the apostle Paul, the apostle to the gentiles, had exactly the same 
hope of restoration in mind. It is, however, the inclusion of the gentiles that causes this confusion. Those who take 
this view, see the emphasis on gentiles in the ministry of Paul throughout the book of Acts and believe that 
because God is now welcoming gentiles into what had previously been an exclusive Jewish hope, He has also 
finished with His preference for Israel. But this type of thinking arises from an inadequate understanding of what 
the hope of Israel entails. The promise to the fathers had always included gentiles, “through Abraham, all families 
would be blessed”, but this blessing would come through His chosen people.  
 
The epistle to the Galatians sums this up nicely, people frequently quote Galatians 3:28, to show that now there is 
no difference between Jew and Gentile. 
 

Gal 3:28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor 
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  

 



This, of course, is true, however, it must be noted that Galatians was more than likely Paul’s first epistle and most 
definitely written before Romans, so for Paul to write something that would appear to indicate that God had 
finished with Israel as his channel through which the Gentiles would be blessed, in Galatians, and then re-
introduce it again in Romans, would render Paul completely inconsistent. The same people who quote Galatians 
3:28 in defence of the Lord’s casting off of the hope of Israel, seldom continue to verse 29. 

 

Gal 3:29  And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.  

 
What promise? The promise of the fathers. That the gentiles would be blessed and included with the believing 
remnant of Israel, was never a secret or a new work, it goes right back to Genesis 12:3. Believing gentiles received 
salvation, and as far as this gift is concerned, there is no difference concerning salvation between saved Jews and 
saved Gentiles, this flows with the context of Galatians 3. 
 

Gal 3:21 Is the law then against the promises of God? Certainly not! For if there had been a law given 
which could have given life, truly righteousness would have been by the law. (22)  But the Scripture 
has confined all under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who 
believe. 

 

Summary 
 
When the epistles written during the book of Acts are read within the narrative of the Acts, it is clear that the hope 
of Israel was Gods primary plan. At the beginning of the Acts, the hope was that Israel would repent first, was in 
view, however as it became evident that this was not going to take place, God introduced the Gentiles earlier than 
the apostles had expected. But this was not the end of the hope of Israel, even in Acts chapter 26, Paul makes it 
clear that this hope was still a pressing concern. Standing before Agrippa, he declares that he was, “earnestly 
serving God, day and night”, to attain to that hope. 
 

Act 26:6-7 And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers. 
(7) To this promise our twelve tribes, earnestly serving God night and day, hope to attain. For this 
hope's sake, King Agrippa, I am accused by the Jews. 

When we agree to let the scriptures teach us, instead of imposing our preconceived ideas on to them, we find 
ourselves in the much better position of having our own understanding opened.  
 
By the end of the Acts it was crystal clear that Israel was not going to repent and so they were set aside as the 
primary nation and with them the hope of Israel, until such a time as they recognise their Messiah and repent. This 
will take place in the future, when the Lord continues with His plan for Israel, the restoration of the kingdom and 
the promise made to the fathers. Meanwhile, a new hope is in place, revealed to the apostle Paul in his post-Acts 
epistles, not looking to the land of promise, but to the heavenlies, (Ephesians 2:6 ), where complete equality in 
every aspect exists for both Jew and Gentile, (Ephesians 3:6), as one new man making up, the church which is His 
body, (Ephesians 2:15) 
 

Further information on this subject can be found in an audio series by Athol Walter entitled “Which 
Kingdom Is It Anyway?” and “From Pentecost to Prison” by Charles Welch, available from the links below, 
both of which were used as source material for this article. 

 

Which Kingdom Is It Anyway? – Athol Walter 

From Pentecost to Prison – a Commentary on Acts – Charles Welch 

 

 

http://spiritualblessings.org/audios-the-dispensational-approach/
http://spiritualblessings.org/from-pentecost-to-prison-a-commentary-on-acts/

